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About the Book 
 

 

Queen Scheherazade tells her stories to King Shahryar. 

 

1,001 Arabian Nights is a collection of stories brought together over 
thousands of years by various authors, translators and scholars in 
various countries.  These collections of tales trace their roots back to 
ancient Arabia and Yemen, ancient India, ancient Asia Minor, ancient 
Persia, ancient Egypt, ancient Mesopotamian Mythology, ancient Syria, 
and medieval Arabic folk stories from the Caliphate era.  Though an 
original manuscript has never been found, several versions date the 
collection's origins to somewhere between AD 800-900. 
 
The common thread throughout all the editions of the tales is the 
initial frame of the story.   Scheherazade (from Persian: generally 
meaning townswoman) tells tales to entertain her husband and ruler, 
Shahryar (from Persian: generally meaning king or sovereign).  Each 
story begins in the evening and takes at least the entire night to 
complete.  The stories proceed from this original tale, some are 
framed within other tales, and others begin and end independently. 
Some editions contain only a few hundred nights (or tales), while 
others include 1,001 or more nights (or tales). 
 
After it was translated, the collection, or at least some of its stories, 
became widely known in the West during the nineteenth century.  It 
was first translated into French, then English, and then other European 
languages.  At this time it acquired the English name The Arabian 
Nights Entertainment or simply Arabian Nights. The best known stories 
from The Nights include "Aladdin's Wonderful Lamp," "Ali Baba and the 
Forty Thieves," and "The Seven Voyages of Sinbad the Sailor." 
Ironically, these well know titles were not part of the original Arabic 
versions.  They are genuine Middle Eastern folk tales, but were 
inserted into the collection by early European translators. 
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Adapting the Book 
 

Adaptation 
 
This play, produced by Virginia Stage Company and performed in your 
school, is an adaptation of one of the stories described previously. 
 
A theatrical adaptation is the playwright’s interpretation of the existing 
story.  In other words, the play you are about to see may not follow 
the story exactly.  Rather, character names, places, chronology and 
other elements of the original story may be altered to fit the 
playwright’s vision for the theatrical production.  It has always 
remained the artistic license of the playwright, throughout the history 
of theater, to do so.  
 

The Story 
 
In order to help her family save their land from the King, 
Scheherazade, with the help of her sister, Dunyazad, and the 
audience, decides to tell the King the story of Aladdin.  She knows this 
story is full of magic and love, and has the power to transform the 
King’s outlook and help her family keep their land. 
 
The story begins when Aladdin brings home a Stranger.  Aladdin’s 
Mother does not welcome the Stranger.  The Stranger convinces her 
that he is the brother of her deceased husband and recently returned 
from Africa to reunite with his family.  Aladdin, excited to get to know 
his rich uncle, convinces his mother to allow the Stranger to stay in 
their home. 
 
The Stranger builds the trust of Aladdin and asks him to perform a 
task.  The Stranger asks Aladdin to enter the mouth of a cave and 
retrieve his valuable lamp.  Aladdin is afraid, so the Stranger bribes 
him with a magic ring. 
 
Aladdin becomes trapped in the cave while retrieving the lamp, and is 
abandoned by the Stranger.  As Aladdin sits to ponder his situation, he 
accidentally rubs the ring.  A genie appears and explains to Aladdin 
that the Stranger is not really his uncle.  Aladdin is now the master of 
the Genie of the Ring and is transported home, with the lamp, to his 
mother. 
 
When Aladdin tries to shine the lamp so he can sell it to make some 
money for food, another genie appears.  Aladdin asks the Genie of the 
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Lamp for food, and gets it.  At that moment a beautiful Princess walks 
by.  Aladdin immediately falls in love with her.  He asks the genie for a 
tray of jewels to present to the Emperor so he can meet the Princess.  
When Aladdin’s mother warns him against relying on magic, Aladdin 
vows to gain the affections of the Princess on his own. 
 
After successfully winning the heart of the Princess, Aladdin marries 
her and lives in a huge palace.  One day, while Aladdin is away on an 
errand for the Emperor, the Stranger returns dressed as a trader and 
ask the Princess to trade her old lamp for a new one.  The Princess, 
not knowing the lamp holds magic, gives the Stranger the old lamp.  
The Stranger immediately transports the palace and the Princess to 
Africa. 
 
When Aladdin returns he is confused and upset that his Princess and 
palace are gone.  The audience helps Aladdin find out what happened.  
He asks the Genie of the Ring to transport him to Africa where he 
tricks the Stranger and saves the Princess. 
 
The King of Arabia is entranced by Scheherazade’s story.  She offers to 
tell him stories for the next 1,001 nights if he agrees to not take away 
her family’s land.  The King agrees and everyone celebrates.  
 

 
 

About the Playwright 
 
Domenick Danza was Director of Education & Outreach for Virginia 
Stage Company from 2007 to 2008, and prior to that was the 
Education Director for the Cleveland Play House.  He has conducted 
theater residences and workshops in elementary and high schools 
through Young Audiences of Northeast Ohio, Urban Gateways, Gallery 
37, Green Light Performing Co., Chicago Dramatists and the IL Arts 
Council Residency Roster.  He is a Network Playwright at Chicago 
Dramatists, where he was Outreach Director from 2004-05.  His short 
plays have been a part of Chicago Dramatists Ten-Minute Workshops 
and Circle Theater’s New Works Festivals.  One of these short scripts, 
Defrosting, is part of Dramatic Publishing’s 35 in 10: Thirty-Five Ten-
Minute Plays.  Another, When You Lose a Friend, was published in the 
spring 2006 issue of Crawdad, and annual literary journal.   
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Meet the Characters 
 
Scheherazade:  a young girl, determined, persuasive, strong willed. 

Dunyazad:  Scheherazade’s sister, nervous, follows her sister’s lead. 

Scheherazade’s Father:  weak, humble, defeated. 

The King of Arabia:  a tyrant. 

Aladdin: a young boy, an idler, irresponsible, becomes an adventurer. 

Aladdin’s Mother:  protective.  

The Stranger:  an older man 

, conniving, manipulative, evil.  

The Genie of the Ring:  caring, kind, friendly. 

The Genie of the Lamp:  strong, powerful, omni-present. 

The Emperor of China:  regal, serious, caring. 

The Princess:  innocent, naïve, daughter of the Emperor of China. 

 
Time:  An ancient, magical time.   
 
Setting:  Inside the colorfully draped tent of the King of Arabia. 
As Scheherazade tells the story of Aladdin, the set transforms as the 
audience sees the story through the King’s mind.  These locations are 
not literal depictions, but suggestions of how the King pictures these 
far off lands.  The locations are as follows: 

• The Home of Aladdin & his Mother (China) 
• The Entrance to the cave (China) 
• Inside the Cave  (China) 
• The Palace of the Emperor of China 
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• The Castle of Aladdin & the Princess  (China) 
• The Castle of Aladdin & the Princess  (Africa) 

The Setting for 1,001 Arabian Nights 
 

Exploring Arabia 
 

 

The Arabian Peninsula 
 

The Arabian Peninsula is a peninsula, or land mass surrounded by 
water on three sides, in Southwest Asia at the junction of Africa and 
Asia.  The Arabian Peninsula is mainly desert.  The area is an 
important part of the Middle East, mostly because of its vast reserves 
of oil and natural gas. 
 

The coasts of the peninsula are as follows:   
1. on the west:  the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba   
2. on the southeast:  the Arabian Sea (part of the Indian Ocean)                                  
3. on the northeast:  the Gulf of Oman, the Strait of Hormuz,              

                                        and the Persian Gulf. 
 

Geographically, the Arabian Peninsula includes parts of Iraq and Syria. 
Politically, however, the peninsula is separated from the rest of Asia by 
the northern borders of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.  
 

The following countries are politically considered part of the peninsula: 
1. Bahrain, an island nation off the east coast of the peninsula.  
2. Kuwait  
3. Oman  
4. Qatar  
5. Saudi Arabia  
6. Jordan  
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7. United Arab Emirates  
8. Yemen  

With the exception of Yemen and Jordan, these countries (called the 
Arab Gulf states) are among the wealthiest in the world. 
 

The population of the Arabian Peninsula has been estimated at more 
than 67,525,838.  
 

 
 

The dark portion in the map above indicates the country of Saudi 
Arabia, and how large a portion of the Arabian Peninsula it is.  The 
map also shows how close the Arabian Peninsula is to the continent of 
Africa. 

 
 

 
Masmak Fortress in Saudi Arabia 
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The Setting of The Story of Aladdin 
 

Exploring China 
 

                
 
China is one of the world's oldest continuous civilizations, consisting of 
states and cultures dating back more than six million years.  It has the 
world's longest continuously used written language system.  The Four 
Great Inventions of Ancient China (paper, the compass, gunpowder, 
and printing) are clearly a tremendous contribution to world 
civilization. 
 

 
 
The stalemate of the last Chinese Civil War has resulted in two political 
entities using the name China. 
 

1. The People's Republic of China (PRC): 
a. commonly known as China, 
b. controls mainland China, Hong Kong, and Macau.  

2. The Republic of China (ROC): 
a. commonly known as Taiwan, 
b. controls the island of Taiwan and some nearby islands. 
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China is mostly made up of plateaus and mountains in the west to 
lower lands in the east.  Principal rivers flow from west to east and 
empty into the Pacific Ocean.  These rivers include: 

1. the Yangtze (central),  
2. the Huang He (Yellow river, north-central),  
3. and the Amur (northeast). 

 
China, being a large country, has a diverse geography. 
In the east:  Along the shores of the Yellow Sea and the East China 
Sea there are extensive and densely populated alluvial plains.  An 
alluvial plain is a relatively flat landform created by the deposition of 
sediment over a long period of time by one or more rivers coming from 
highland regions, from which alluvial soil is formed. 
In the north:  On the edges of the Inner Mongolian plateau, grasslands 
can be seen.  
In the south:  Southern China is dominated by hills and low mountain 
ranges.  
In the central-east:  The deltas of China's two major rivers, the Huang 
He and Yangtze River are found in the central-east section of the 
country.  These two rivers were the centers of China's major ancient 
civilizations.  
In the west:  The Himalayas, containing Earth's highest point, Mount 
Everest.  
 
The climate of China varies greatly.  
The northern zone (containing Beijing) has summer daytime 
temperatures of more than 30 degrees Celsius and winters of Arctic 
severity.  
The central zone (containing Shanghai) has a temperate continental 
climate with very hot summers and cold winters.  
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The southern zone (containing Guangzhou) has a subtropical climate 
with very hot summers and mild winters. 

Exploring Africa 
 

 
 
Africa is the world's second-largest and second most-populous 
continent, after Asia.   
 
Facts: 

1. Africa covers 6% of the Earth's total surface area. 
2. Africa contains 20.4% of the total land area of the planet.   
3. Africa has a population of more than 900 million people (as of 

2005). 
4. Africa is home to about 14% of the world's human population (as 

of 2005).  
5. The continent of Africa has 61 territories. 
6. The continent of Africa contains 46 countries including 

Madagascar, and 53 including all the island groups. 
 

 
 
The continent is surrounded by: 

1. the Mediterranean Sea to the north,  
2. the Suez Canal and the Red Sea to the northeast,  
3. the Indian Ocean to the southeast,  
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4. and the Atlantic Ocean to the west.  
 
 
 

 
 

Climate:  The climate of Africa ranges from tropical to subarctic on its 
highest peaks.  
 

Tropical:  The tropics are the geographic region of 
the Earth where the sun reaches a point directly 
overhead.  This area is centered on the equator. 
 

Subarctic:  Regions having a subarctic climate are 
characterized by long, usually very cold winters, and 
brief, warm summers.  

 

1. Africa’s northern half is primarily desert or arid.  
2. Africa’s central and southern areas contain both savanna plains 

and very dense jungle (rainforest) regions.  
3. In between, there is a convergence where vegetation patterns 

such as sahel, and steppe dominate. 
a. Sahel is defined by its climate, on the margin between the 

high rainfall areas of the west African coast and the arid 
zone of the Sahara.  In this zone rainfall is variable.   
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b. A steppe is similar to a prairie, however, a prairie is 
generally considered as being dominated by tall grasses, 
while short grasses are normal in the steppe. 
 

 
 
 
Wildlife:  Africa has the most diverse wild animal population. 

1. Free Range Wildlife: 
a. Large carnivores such as lions, hyenas, and cheetahs, 
b. Herbivores such as buffalo, deer, elephants, camels, and 

giraffes. ranging freely on primarily open non-private 
plains.  

2. Jungle Wildlife: 
a. Including snakes and primates. 

3. Aquatic Life: 
a. Including crocodiles and amphibians. 
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Theme  
 

Theme:  the main idea or ethical precept of the play. 
 

The theme of 1,001 Arabian Nights: The Story of Aladdin is 
responsibility. 

 

 
 

Responsibility:  reliability or dependability, especially in 
meeting debts or payments; a form of trustworthiness; the 
trait of being answerable to someone for something; the 

state of having important duties; accountability. 
 

As the story of Aladdin progresses he learns to take 
responsibility for his actions.  He also learns to value the 

more important things in his life. 
 

Value:  relative worth, merit, usefulness or importance; 
monetary or material worth; the worth of something in 
terms of the amount of other things for which it can be 
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exchanged; import or meaning; force; significance; any 
object or quality that is desirable. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions:   

1. What change do you see in Aladdin’s behavior that 
shows he has grown to accept responsibility? 

2. What actions do Scheherazade and her sister take that 
show they are responsible? 

3. What kind of responsibilities do you have around your 
home? 

4. What kind of responsibilities do you have in the 
classroom? 

5. Which characters in the play are trustworthy?  Which 
are not? 

6. How is Aladdin more trustworthy after he becomes 
responsible? 

7. What does Aladdin learn to value by the end of the 
play? 

8. What things do you value in your life? 
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Puppet Theatre 
 

"When the human spirit visibly animates an object, we experience a 
special, almost life-giving connection.  We become engaged by both the 
method of storytelling as well as the story itself." 

- Julie Taymor, Director of Broadway’s The Lion King 
 
It is this vision that inspired the combination of puppetry and mask work from 
various cultures to create the unique collaboration that audiences around the 
world have experienced in the Disney’s Broadway production of The Lion King.  
Julie Taymor’s creative process on The Lion King has also opened the door for 
the possibilities of using these techniques in other productions.    
 
Certain characters in Virginia Stage Company’s tour of 1,001 Arabian Nights: 
The Story of Aladdin  were specifically written to be portrayed by puppets, rather 
than actors in costume. Puppet Theatre has a long and rich history.  Let’s 
explore. 
 
Puppet shows have existed in almost all civilizations and all periods.  In Europe, 
written records of them go back to 5th century B.C. (i.e. the Greeks).  Written 
records of puppet shows also exist in ancient China, India, and elsewhere in 
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Asia. Amongst Native Americans, there are traditions of puppet-like figures being 
used in ritual magic.  
 
It can definitely be stated that Puppet Theatre predates any type of written drama 
and writing of any kind.  It is one of the most primitive forms of entertainment.  
Often used in folk or traditional plays, popular puppets are sometimes biblical 
characters or from heroic sagas.  A play on the Passion of Christ, for instance, is 
still presented by the Théâtre Toone in Brussels; the Faust legend has provided 
the classic theme for the German puppet theatre, and the Temptation of St. 
Anthony for the French. 

 
 
In the U.S. in the 19th century, traveling 
theaters would often use puppets to 
depict characters from popular dramas 
or novels at the time, such as Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin. 
 
In Asian countries such as India or 
Indonesia, puppet theaters portray 
Hindu epics such as Ramayana or 
Mahabharatha.  
 
Recent examples of Puppet Theatre we 
might be familiar with are Jim Henson’s 
The Muppets and the musical,  
Avenue Q. 
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PREPARING YOUR STUDENTS 
FOR VIRGINIA STAGE COMPANY’S TOURING PERFORMANCE  

 
This might be the first time that some of your students are attending a 
theater performance.  Here is some information about the production 
that will help you and your students prepare for your role as audience 
members.  
 
Students’ Relationship to the Performance 

- There is an implicit understanding between audience and 
performer to “suspend disbelief.”  Here, both audience and 
performer pretend that the action is real and is happening for 
the first time. 

- The characters in the play will not look exactly like the drawings 
provided.  They will wear an item that will help us know who the 
character is. 

- Actors, costumed in neutral colors, who do not speak but move 
scenery and props, are considered “invisible” by other 
performers and the audience. 

- Some performers may play many characters. 
- Nontraditional casting is when actors play roles regardless of 

their gender and/or race 
- Characters sometimes speak their thoughts aloud (soliloquy) so 

that the audience knows what the characters are thinking.  
 
The Touring Production 
There are many people who work together to bring this play to your 
school.  The whole process takes about one year from deciding to 
produce the play to the play’s opening performance.  The creative 
team consists of the following people: 
 

- Playwright: a person who writes plays.  A playwright writes 
lines (dialogue) for the actors.  

 
- Director: the person who interprets the play.  S/He works with 

the designers to establish the concept of the play.  After several 
meetings s/he will agree on the production elements to be used 
for the show including sets, costumes, props, lights and sounds. 
The director also chooses the actors to play the different parts in 
the show.  Once rehearsals begin the director conveys his ideas 
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to the actors by giving them directions on their character 
development and blocking their movements.  Once the play 
opens for the public, the majority of the director’s job is over.  
 
 

 
- Actors: actors pretend to be the characters in a play. 

Sometimes, a grown-up plays the part of a child.  They might 
also play old people or animals.  Sometimes, one actor plays 
many different characters.  Watch the ways in which actors 
change their voices, movements or costumes to become 
different characters. 

 
- Set Designer: the person who designs the scenery.  S/He 

creates the world that is seen when you enter the theater.  S/He 
decides whether there will be real or pretend furniture (such as 
cubes or chairs).  S/He also decides where all the different 
locations will be on stage.  The designer drafts diagrams so the 
carpenter can build the set and then the designer will return to 
paint everything.  

 
- Costume Designer: the person who chooses what clothes the 

actors will wear.  The costume designer decides how each actor 
should look to represent the character and time period.  The 
designer will sometimes shop for clothing or may create some 
costumes from scratch. 

 
- Props Designer: the person who provides all of the objects 

used during the play.  This person either buys or creates 
everything that the actors need to convey the story. 

 
- Sound Designer: the person that creates all of the sound 

effects and music for the play.  The sound designer creates the 
noises that are heard when someone rings a doorbell or a 
telephone rings. 

 
- Lighting Designer: the person that provides the lighting for the 

play.  The designer will decide what color the lights should be to 
complement the sets and costumes.  
 

- Tour Manager: the person who makes sure the performance 
runs smoothly in your school.  S/He oversees the arrival of the 
actors, set, props and costumes to the school and runs the 
sound and lighting cues during the show. 
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PROGRAM INFO 
 

Performers:  The Virginia Stage Company Emerging Artist Ensemble 
William Harley 

DeEtta Jennings 
Frank Nappi 
Kate Shaw 

Tour Manager:  Nicha Petrakos 
 

Director         Patrick Mullins 
Costume Designer          Jeni Schaefer 
Scenic/Puppet Designer     Sam Flint 
Sound Designer       Carrie Cook 
Playwright        Domenick Danza  
 

Education & Outreach Administrator Molly Chiaverotti     
Artistic Director       Chris Hanna 
Managing Director      Keith Stava 

 
 

SOLs 
 

English: 
K.1, K.2, K.11, 1.11, 1.12, 2.11, 2.12, 3.1, 3.1, 3.6, 3.7, 3.9, 3.10, 3.11, 
4.1, 4.2, 4.7, 4.8, 5.8, 5.9 
Theatre Arts: 
M.5, M.6, M.9, M.13, M.14, M.15, TI.2, TI.7, TI.12, TI.13 
Visual Art: 
K.1, K.2, K.3, K.5, 1.2, 1.4, 1.6, 1.14, 1.20, 2.2, 3.6, 3.11, 4.1, 4.2, 4.21 
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Activity Sheets 
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Find the Characters from  
1,001 Arabian Nights: The Story of Aladdin 

 
Find the hidden words within the grid letters. 
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Aladdin  Genie of the Lamp 
Scheherazade          The Princess 
Dunyazad    Genie of the Ring 
The Emperor          The Stranger 
Father             Mother 

The King of Arabia 

 

 

Find the Characters from  
1,001 Arabian Nights: The Story of Aladdin 

 
Find the hidden words within the grid letters. 
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Aladdin  Genie of the Lamp 
Scheherazade          The Princess 
Dunyazad    Genie of the Ring 
The Emperor          The Stranger 
Father             Mother 

The King of Arabia 
 

 

 

Unscramble each word from 

1,001 Arabian Nights: The Story of Aladdin.   
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Then use the marked letters to solve the second puzzle. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Unscramble each word from 

1,001 Arabian Nights: The Story of Aladdin.   
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Then use the marked letters to solve the second puzzle. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Theater Terms Crossword Puzzles 
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Across 
1. the objects the actors hold in the play 
3. the person who interprets the play and works with the actors 
5. conversation between two or more actors in the play 
7. the scenery for the play 
8. the clothes the actors wear in the play 
 
Down 
1. the person who writes the play 
2. speech by one actor in a play 
3. the people who create the set, props, and costumes for the play 
4. the people who perform and portray characters in the play 
6. when a play travels from one location to another 

 
 
 

Theater Terms Crossword Puzzles 
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Across 
1. the objects the actors hold in the play 
3. the person who interprets the play and works with the actors 
5. conversation between two or more actors in the play 
7. the scenery for the play 
8. the clothes the actors wear in the play 
 
Down 
1. The person who writes the play 
2. speech by one actor in a play 
3. the people who create the set, props, and costumes for the play 
4. the people who perform and portray characters in the play 
6. when a play travels from one location to another 
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Draw your favorite scene from 

1,001 Arabian Nights: The Story of Aladdin 


